
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
DECEMBER 11, 2018 

 
 
Present:  Mayor Ron LaPorte, Joe Frontiera, Steve Hegedus, Jason La Fever, Patrice Martin and Vicki 
Platt  (Absent: Rob Splane) 
 
Others Present: City Manager Lynne Ladner, City Attorney Julie Springstead, Energy Dept. 
Superintendent Mike Schiller, DPW Superintendent Brad Whitney, BioPure Supterintendent Paul Cutter, 
Steve Kirinovic (SK&T) and Gale Goldberg (Dep. Clerk) 
 
Mayor R. LaPorte called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Roll Call was followed by the pledge of 
allegiance.  The amended agenda was approved upon motion by J. La Fever and supported by J. 
Frontiera as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays:  0  Absent:  1 
 
The minutes of the November 27, 2018 meeting were approved upon motion by J. Frontiera and 
supported by S. Hegedus as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays:  0  Absent: 1 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Department Reports 
 BioPure -  Supt. P. Cutter – shared a photo of the large pile of carrots that Michigan Freeze Pack 
is processing and explained the difficulties this causes at our facility.   As for the blower proposal, Prein 
& Newhof are trying to include part of it in the SAW grant.  He also noted that the new SCADA system 
will be here soon.  Since both projects are important and costly he felt council may want  to meet as a 
group at the facility and he can show them what is needed and why.  It was questioned that the time 
line for the projects was out of date.  The city manager responded that an updated time line would be 
supplied. 
 DPW – Supt. B. Whitney – reported they have been reading meters; had 10 Miss Digs, snow 
plowing, doing cold patching and vehicle maintenance and maintenance on the leaf sucker machine, and 
he had attended an all day meeting with Eaton on the new water meter system.  Repairs on the leaf 
machine were questioned.  The Superintendent reported that it is reaching the end of its useful life, 
having been purchased used over 16 years ago.  There was a discussion on the value of purchasing 
another machine, used or new, as opposed to other options for leaf removal.  B. Whitney felt a base unit 
would cost approximately $65,000 and other added features another $15,000. 
 Energy Dept.-Supt. M. Schiller – the roof should be finished next week and the insulation will 
then be installed; back to work on the underground terminations; have received delivery on the new 
digger/derrick truck; the crew is currently certified in pole top rescue and bucket truck rescue; attended 
a safety coordination meeting with Nathan Gowell in B City and it was very informative; had a meeting 
with Eaton to go over the new meter system; and the annual venison fry is on December 21st at noon at 
the new Energy Building and council is invited. 
 Police Dept. -  Chief Salazar was not in attendance 
 
 
 
 



 
Bills, Claims, Payroll 
 At the previous city council meeting the incorrect amount of $112,055.17 was approved for 
payment.  The correct amount is $176,250.89.  It was approved to correct the amount to be paid to 
$176,250.89 upon motion by J. La Fever and supported by V. Platt and voted as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays: 0  Absent: 1 
 
 The current amount to be paid for Bills, Claims and Payroll is $503,567.66 and was approved 
upon motion by P. Martin and supported by J. La Fever and voted as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays:  0  Absent:  1 
 
Fiscal Year 2018 Audit 
 Steve Kirinovic (SK&T) presented the audit and did a quick overview. There were very few 
questions from the council. 
 
Action Items 
 Special Events Permit/St. Gregory’s -  The Silent March was approved for January 19, 2019, 
upon motion by J. La Fever and supported by V. Platt with vote as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays:  0  Absent:  1 
 
 Resolution 18-86/Planning Commission Bylaws – City Manager L. Ladner reported that after 
several months of work the Planning Commission had adopted Bylaws and Rules of Procedure and are 
asking the council to approve it.  City Manager L. Ladner presented the following: 
 
 
 

 RESOLUTION 18-86 

City of Hart, Michigan 

 

AFFIRMING THE REVISION AND ADOPTION 

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION BYLAWS 

 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Hart Planning Commission has dedicated considerable time to locating, 

reviewing and updating the bylaws of the Planning Commission, and  

 

WHEREAS, the version of the bylaws that was adopted for affirmation of the City Council was 

approved at the Planning Commission meeting on December 6, 2018 by a unanimous vote of the 

Commission and 

 

WHEREAS, In order for the bylaws to take effect they must be affirmed by the City Council,  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

Affirms the recommendation and adopts of the revised Planning Commission Bylaws as 



presented to the Council. 

 

Moved by ________, supported by ________, and thereafter adopted at the regular City of Hart 

City Council meeting on December 11, 2018. 

 

Ayes:  Nays:  Absent:   

 

I hereby certify this to be a true and correct copy of the document on file with the office of the 

City of Hart Clerk. 

 

____________________________ 

Gale Goldberg, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Upon motion by P. Martin and supported by J. La Fever, Resolution 18-86 was approved as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays: 0  Absent: 1 
 
City Manager Report 
 Lynne Ladner reported that this week she met with Julie Kreilick (Main Street Manager) and 
Patrice Martin and put together documentation to the MEDC on the Pocket Park, including a letter that 
the city will maintain it.  In regard to the Vets Park grant, it looks like the city will be in a good position 
for funds.  Also, after meeting with Eaton, it was decided that installation of electric meters will take 
approximately 3 weeks for residential and 2 weeks for commercial.  Water meters will take 6 – 8 weeks 
to install and all installation will be done by city employees. The second December city council meeting 
will be next Tuesday. December 18th.  City Manager will supply budget amendments at that time.  As for 
the 5-month budget report, revenues are down a little but we are starting to receive State Revenue 
Share funds. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 Julie Springstead reported that unpaid rental inspection fees were filed at District Court. 
 
Communication from Mayor/Council 
 Mayor La Porte reported that he will have committee assignments in January.  Council members 
and BioPure Supt. P. Cutter agreed on a tour on Thursday, January 3rd, 2019, at 6 p.m.  City Manager will 
get an ad in the paper. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. upon motion by J. La Fever and supported by P. Martin and 
approved as follows: 
 Ayes:  6  Nays: 0  Absent: 1 
 


